Transcript for NUS Conference Delegate Question Time Panel Debate

Dave: Hello, welcome to the University of Wolverhampton SU Question Time. I’m Dave Anson, the Academic Vice President. Today we will be asking questions to some of the candidates running for NUS Delegates. Starting from the left;
Ken: Hi, my name’s Ken Harris.

Laura: Hi, I’m Laura Jones

Ellen: Hi, I’m Ellen Marshall.

Dave: Right we’ll get straight into the questions, first question to Ellen. Do you think NUS should prioritise policy on issues directly affecting students in UK institutions or is it more important for NUS to also have policy on foreign issues?

Ellen: I think a mixture of each is important, there’s a lot of international students within the University so it’s good to focus on both, but NUS should be focused predominantly on the fact that everybody’s here to study. here for their education. so that’s at the forefront of their agenda so everything else ties in together, it’s just as important.
Laura: I think it’s always good for NUS to take a broad spectrum of the world because obviously the world issues affect how we as students in the UK study. I think NUS should have at its forefront the different student welfare issues that are facing us, like over the last year with the different cuts that have been affecting the UK, I think NUS has been very active on that and continues to be so.

Ken: I think NUS are great in their support, especially in mobilising students and bringing Students’ Unions all working together. But also I think what NUS should also be able to do is allow Students’ Unions to be able to handle their own local issues, because no-one knows what’s happening locally with this university, this Students Union, than the people already based here, NUS can feed into that, by giving support and guidance. In terms of prioritising on international issues, yes that is something the NUS can also benefit Students’ Unions with, as they’ve just got the greater capacity of reaching out to more people.

Dave: So Ken, which topics to be discussed at the conference, do you have a particular 

interest in?

Ken: Well first of all, as I’m currently working on our internal audit for internationalising Students’ Unions I’m particularly interested in the topics surrounding visas and visa applications for international students. But in addition to that, I’m also really interested in the fees issue. We all know that fees are about to be set somewhere between 6 and 9000 pounds and NUS are currently looking at ways to make sure that systems universities have got in place are fair to students to give wider access. But most importantly, I’m really interested in having a vote on who becomes the President and Vice-Presidents of the NUS, now more than ever it’s a very important time for student politics. It’s important to try to ensure that the right person gets in who has the right capabilities and qualifications for the job.

Ellen: I think it’s very similar to what Ken was saying, fees debate is obviously a very big thing that’s going on at the minute, I’d like to hear more about what NUS next movements are with that. Also the candidates running for the positions, I’m very interested in the welfare side of that because there are a few candidates running and some of them are focussed more on local issues the cuts to welfare sectors, and , one of the other candidates is more kind of generalised to welfare as a whole and I also just think that, yeah, I don’t really know.
Laura: I think, like everyone else obviously I’m concerned about the tuition fees raising and how we’ve got a Conservative/Lib Dem government who have gone together and completely ignored the Lib Dem side of the coalition, obviously apart from that I have been following quite actively how NUS is trying to bring Students’ Unions across the country together, to work together on these different kinds of issues.

Dave: Laura, once you’ve returned how will you ensure that your experience for attending conference will benefit the SU on a wider scale?

Laura: Well I think because I’m well aware of what the NUS conference format is, having attended the NUS LGBT conference a couple of years back, I can bring back different ideas, trying to implement them through different mediums like Student Council, like different committees that I sit on and plan to sit on next academic year. I think it’s important to identify the key issues, bring them back, introduce them to students, find out what the students in the local area are concerned about, then raise those with the Students’ Union at the University.
Ellen: I think not only the policy the NUS are making at the Conference should be bought back but also networking with people is a huge thing, when you go to these sort of conferences because there are different officer teams across the country that deal with very similar issues to you and very different issues to our Students’ Union. I think it’s good to get best practice from them and keep in contact and have those contacts there so you can ask the questions and find out the ways they deal with those similar issues.
Ken: Well, I like to consider myself a conference veteran, having attended the NUS Black Students Conference, the NUS International Students Conference, NUSSL Conference, National Conference last year, yes I know I am going on, Ok, I think the important thing is that at the International Conference last year I actually wrote and submitted a policy motion on how to avoid culture shock for international and EU students, that will be bought back up at the National Conference this April, I need to ensure that any if there are any amendments that go through to that, that gets carried forward and gets ratified at that conference and equally whatever I do attend conference I’d write a report and bring it back to the Union and I feed that back into the Union, and as Ellen says part of the conference is attending plenary sessions, networking, and generally getting best practices from other Students Union officers, so the whole experience from a conference, with my experience from past conferences, I also hope to be able to use my experience to help encourage involvement, also act as a…trying to think of best word, I mean I can offer encouragement and support for other members attending the conference who haven’t experienced it before.
Dave: Ellen, can you tell me why it’s important for the students to vote in the upcoming elections?

Ellen: I think voting in the elections is a vital thing, because although  a lot of students don’t see the initial impact of what the Students Union does, they do feel it some way or another, whether through school reps, course reps, or through a bigger picture, whether it’s us fighting for their fees or anything like that, any big issue that we have to lobby the University on. Although some people think - it’s not going to affect me, I’m only going to be here for a few months, or I’m not going to be here next year, it does affect you, because it’s going to be the legacy of the University and the Union that we are taking forward and we want to be as good representatives for every single student as possible and without having the right candidates in place for that it won’t be achievable.
Laura: I think this is the point I’ve been trying to raise with different students at different campuses for two or three years now, I mean I hope that some of the students that are thinking of voting and have never voted before are sitting watching these videos, it really is the key to the SU elections that students turn out to vote. I tend to find different sets of students and different students are interested in the SU elections, it’s a real shame, because the Union elections should be an accurate representation of how students feel as a whole, and the people they elect in should be people that they feel best represent them.
Ken: [Gestures dramatically before talking] What I’m saying is that if you don’t vote, it doesn’t matter how much you scream and shout, your voice won’t be heard, so voting is important if you’re ever going to make any changes.
Dave: Ken, why should students vote for you?

Ken: Well, I’ve got the experience. I’ve got the knowledge, having been to conference before. Um, I can use my past experience to guide the rest of the Delegates that are attending. So a vote for me is a positive vote for positive changes for the Union so your voice is heard and your actions are worked on.

Ellen: Um, vote for me because, I have been to several conferences before. I know the process of it all, I know the voting process. I also know how valuable it is to bring back all that information and implement it in within Students’ Unions so that’s something that I really want to do. I don’t want to go and then just come back and be like, “Yeah, I’ve had a great time but it’s not going to affect us in any way” because I really do think that the whole point of going to a conference, is making changes here and that’s what I want to do.

Laura: Well I, like the other two people sitting beside me, I also have experience of NUS Conferences. I think it’s really important to send people who are going to work at conference, and not just generally sort of play about and just mess with the Conference floor. I think it’s also important you vote for me, because although I could sit here and read out my manifesto to you, you know, just point after point after point, I think it’s important for you to have trust in me to do the best for you.
Dave: So Laura, if you were a fruit or vegetable, what would you be and why?

Laura: I think I would probably be a Coxes Orange Pippin, because although it’s an apple on the outside it’s an orange on the inside. It’s something that not a lot of people know about, but everyone who tries it enjoys.

Dave: Good answer. Ellen, could you also answer that please?

Ellen: Um, I would be a potato and I know that it’s a boring choice but I’m not boring, because everyone loves potatoes, and potatoes are very diverse. You can be a chip, you can be a mash, you can be a roast potato and just yeah, potatoes, everyone has them every day. Potatoes are good.

Dave: And Ken, if you could answer that as well please?

Ken: Well, quite simply I’d be a passion fruit because I’m definitely passionate about the Union, passionate about student politics and passionate about doing a good job.

Dave: Ellen, could you tell me who a role model is of yours please?

Ellen: Gerry Halliwell, because like me she’s ginger, she’s got girl power [laughs].
Dave: Laura?

Laura: I think, being a law student, my role model is probably Lord Denning because he’s a bit of a maverick and he just messes everything up but at the end of the day everything works out brilliantly.

Dave: Thank you. And Ken?

Ken: Um, if I was to choose a role model I wouldn’t pick the obvious like Obama or someone like that. Um, I’d pick Peter Parker, because one of his sayings was “With great power must come great responsibility”. And it’s an awesome cartoon.

Dave: Thank you for watching. Voting is between the fourth and seventh of April, so don’t forget to share your details on e:Vision and register online at the Union website. Make sure you vote, as every vote counts. Thank you!

