Transcript for Welfare VP Question Time Panel Debate

Neil: Thank you for joining us for another one of our Students’ Union Election panel debates for 2011. We are joined today by two of the candidates running for Welfare Vice President position this year and they are going to introduce themselves to you.

Gemma: Hi, I’m Gem Wright.  

Laura: Hi, I’m Laura Jones.

Neil: So this debate is going to be regarding the Welfare position and we are going to start with our first question to you Gemma. What does welfare mean to you?

Gemma: It means issues regarding campaigning for provisions for the better regarding safety and health and environmental issues, things like that. 

Neil: Laura; same question.

Laura: Welfare is everywhere within the student experience. I mean if you just look about, every student action needs a welfare issue arising from it. I mean, if you take class time, if you’ve got a useless teacher – that’s a student welfare issue. If you take the courtyard, if you have someone being impolite that’s a welfare issue. Welfare to me is everything about the student experience. 
Neil: So, moving on to our second question starting with Laura this time. A student is taken into hospital where they have their stomach pumped as a result of consuming dangerous amounts of alcohol on a night out. Is the Students’ Union responsible?

Laura: The Students’ Union is not responsible for the student’s actions because obviously everyone is an autonomous moral being. However if the Students’ Union was the person who severed the alcohol in the Students’ Union bar but sold alcohol to that person knowing that, that person was already drunk it is the Students’ Unions fault. 

Neil: And Gemma?

Gemma: I don’t think it’s the Students’ Union’s fault but I do think they should always promote things like safety on a night out and if they are serving students in a Students’ Union bar they should make sure these people are being responsible and withdraw from serving them if they feel that it’s getting out of hand. 

Neil: So, Gemma our third question in this session. How do you anticipate the future increase in tuition fees will affect the welfare of students? 

Gemma: I think it needs to be tackled; I think I would like to help students in that sense by liaising with the support of the finance centre and also providing things like forums on the Students’ Union website that can help students. Not necessarily just with the loan situation but with budgeting their money and thinking of exciting, fun ways to manage their money because it is going to be a big issue for students and students are going to struggle, not necessarily with just applying with their loans initially but when they’re actually here at the University they are going to need support with things like food budgeting, deals and tips, things like that provided by us on that sort of issue.

Neil: And Laura?

Laura: Well obviously student tuition fees are an absolutely huge issue across the country. I think one of the key things to remember is that it is not just the tuition fees. It is also the fact that the Higher Education Council have been withdrawing their grant per student from the universities and I think something that’s going to have to be worked on in the next couple of years is improving the student experience to provide a better quality for the money they are paying. So if students are going to be playing between £6k-9k and the University are going to be getting less money to teach those students then students are going to need a better experience overall.  

Neil: On to our forth question here and we’ll start with Laura this time. In your opinion what is the most important welfare issue that affects students at Wolverhampton?
Laura: I think potentially the most important issue that currently affects students at Wolverhampton is class behaviour, because in a lot of classes it is something that has been brought up at a lot of committees I sit on, such as LSSC SQEC and USAC, not the majority of students but the minority are ruining it for the majority. Because if you’ve got disruptive students at the back, lecturers who are not going to be willing to teach and ultimately if students are paying something like £65 per lecture, then they will be the one suffering because it’s their money being wasted.

Neil: And Gemma, what do you think?

Gemma: I also agree with Laura’s point but I think that there are a lot of safety issues that need to be considered and also a lot of sexual health issues need to be tackled. I’ve noticed this year that there has not been much around sexual health issues for students and since the last month I’ve been doing my Chlamydia screening at the Students’ Union I’ve recognised that students don’t often realise the important issues that need to be addressed at the minute with sexual health. I’d like to provide more support, information and advice on these sorts of issues. 

Neil: So, Gemma, you’ve just touched on it to a degree: can you just outline on your experience that you’re going to bring to the role and what makes you the ideal candidate for Welfare role?

Gemma: I’m bringing experience as I’ve already worked at the Students’ Union with the students so I understand some of the things that they would like to see. At the minute I’m doing my campaign with Chlamydia and I’d like to continue that but more of an over-all sexual health campaign. Could you repeat the question again please?

Neil: Yes, just an outline of your experience and what you are going to bring to the role.

Gemma: Okay, I’m going to bring to the role a character that I think is quite approachable and friendly. I want people to feel that they can come to me and talk to me because at the end of the day, I want to represent them, their needs, not my needs, what they want. I’d like to bring in new things not just develop on what’s already there, but bring new things, such as my sexual health programme. I’d also like to bring about a pack for students so when they look for accommodation they can consider issues around safety. I’d like to also put a forum up on line where students can talk about any of their own issues so they can reach to me with out having to come and talk to me. I’d like to provide an atmosphere where people felt that they can come and talk to me and I make them feel comfortable and that I’m approachable.

Neil: Fantastic, Laura same question, your experience and what you’re going to bring to the role of Welfare VP. 

Laura: Well, in terms of experience welfare is something I’ve always been passionate about. It’s why I started with the Student’s Union volunteering some two and a half years ago with the LGBT society. I think in terms of experience I’ve been to things like NUS LGBT National Conference, and brought back policy from there to improve student welfare at the Students’ Union. What I can bring to the role is someone who is dedicated and gets the job done. If a student has a welfare issue I can deal with it. This is something I have demonstrated through my society running, because I am currently the Chair of the Japanese Society and Treasurer of the Anime, and whenever something is brought me in those roles it is something I take away and deal with, students can come and approach me. As well as this I am also LSSC Rep. I do drop in sessions every fortnight. Most students come to me with different course-related welfare issues. These I either take to the Academic VP or I deal with myself and go to the tutors or go to David Wedge, who is the Student Co-ordinator. Generally I think I’m good for the role because I care and I am passionate.
Neil: If you were a fruit or vegetable which would you be and why?

Laura: I’ve been asked this question quite a lot lately and my response is always the Cox’s Orange Pippin because no one quite knows what it is but when ever someone tries it, they like it.

Neil: Gemma if you were a fruit or vegetable? 

Gemma: I think I’d be a pineapple because it’s spicy but fruity and it goes with lots of things and it’s really interesting. 

Neil: Thank you very much so that brings us to the end of our debate with the Welfare VP candidates. Please get online and involved with the elections, make sure you’ve registered to our website and shared your details with the Students’ Union through e:Vision. Please make sure you vote from the 4th – 7th April voting will be open and you can do that through the Students’ Union website at www.wolvesunion.org 

