Transcript for Part-time Officer Question Time Panel Debate

Part-time Exec Officers (Communications, Environmental & International)

Neil: Hello! Welcome to our Students’ Union’s question time. Today we’re joined by some of the candidates for part-time Executive positions and they’re going to be answering some of the questions sent in by yourselves and by the Student’s Union staff. We’re going to give them the chance to introduce themselves to you. We’ll start on my left.
Sue: I’m Sue Webster and I’m running for Environmental candidate.

Iwuese: I’m Iwuese Nyager and I’m running for Communications Officer.

Anshul: I’m Anshul Allen, I’m running for International Student Officer.

Sangeeta: I’m Sangeeta Kohli and I’ll be running for Communications Officer.

Neil: Fantastic. So we’ve got four questions for you during today’s session, I’m going to start with Sangeeta. 
The first Question is: what are you going to bring to your role that hasn’t been done before?

Sangeeta: I’m going to bring a lot more structure to be honest. It’s a brand new role and I’ve seen Selina deal with it and I’ve seen her bring the structure in and I just want to solidify it and hopefully bring more things into it and, you know, initially make the experience for every student a fun experience.
Neil: When you say you’re going to bring more things into it, can you be specific about what those things might be?

Sangeeta: More brand new ideas, I mean I know we do karaoke nights, I know we do comedy nights, I want to get out there and ask the students what they want and do research, do surveys and see what they want and hopefully try to bring that into the Student’s Union. 

Neil: Fantastic, thank you. Anshul, the same question. What are you going to bring to your role that hasn’t been done before?

Anshul: I’m just going to improve the orientation programme for international students, as being an international student I find we’re missing an ice-breaking ceremony, ice-breaking between the students. The students are not able to interact with each other. Being an MBA student I will be able to interact with my students and even project so I want to make an ice-breaking and more orientation programme and so international students can easily get in contact with each other. 
Neil: Fantastic, thank you. Iwuese?
Iwuese:  I would like to ensure that there is no communication gap between every different group of students, that is; international students, the MA students, I’ll be talking to people and the MA students who feel like they are not represented and some international students and some others. You know there are so many diverse groups I just want to make sure that everybody has a voice to be able to speak. I’d also like to improve on the existing structure of Cry Wolf. I think it’s not as consistent as it should be and I will try to make sure that there are new articles, that there’s news from the world because I think students are not really informed about the environment and they shouldn’t be so ill-informed about what concerns them. I’m also going to work really hard with the Kic FM to be able to make sure the programme is interesting, colourful, fluffy, just like students like it you know and just bring the spice and flavour.
Neil: Fantastic thank you! And finally, Sue.

Sue: I hope to bring some new ideas into the role of Environment Officer like bringing a recycling campaign for plastic bottles where students can actually get tokens to spend in the shop, and to make being environmental fun because some people think its boring, that there’s nothing in it. If you can make it fun and interesting for students then I’m sure we can get more done to make this place environmentally friendly. I’m looking also to perhaps introduce energy saving light bulbs in the halls of residence as that would save a lot of money, reduce climate change as well, and they do last quite a long time. And also make next year’s green fair, if we have one, a better one, and really good fun. 
Neil: Ok, thank you very much.

Ok, question two, to you first this time Sue. From your understanding, what is a Union’s purpose?

Sue: I think it’s to do with people, what you can do to involve students in the University, in activities and things they’re interested in and want to do; societies, clubs, and things. And also to help them with their studies so they’ve always got somewhere to go for help and advice, free advice. And also just to enjoy being a student while they can, we’re not here for long so we might as well enjoy everything while we’ve got the chance. 
Neil: Fantastic, thank you. Iwuese; same question.

Iwuese: I think the Union is a body that represents and supports the students of an institution. It gives them a voice. It gives them, as I said, support. It gives them balance. It makes them relevant in the institution not like they’re… It’s a body that represents and supports the students of an institution so that it is not like they’re being in an authoritarian system where they have no voice to speak for themselves, they have the voice and their issues are paramount as opposed to being imposed other people’s views and regulations being imposed on them, that’s what I think anyway. 
Neil: Fabulous, thank you very much. Anshul; same question.

Anshul: Student’s Union’s purpose is to bind the students together from different courses and they can interact with each other and they can discuss their problems and they can have fun together. A Student’s Union’s main purpose is to make the students friendly with the whole University and the whole city so that they can know everything about the University and they can know more students and make new friends. 

Neil: Ok, thank you. And finally, Sangeeta.

Sangeeta: So students can have a fantastic time. I think that’s basically the bottom line. I mean, you know, anyone you speak to that’s been to University will normally say that the best time that they had was from the Students’ Union. All the clubs, all the societies that we have, all the events that we have, bringing everyone together regardless of where they’re from, what they do, what they study. So eventually, the main thing is to just have fun and to be there and to make every students’ life in the University smooth and enjoyable.

Neil: Third question, first to Anshul. What experience do you have that makes you good for the role you’re running for, International Students’ Officer?

Anshul: The experience that I had at the University was that there was no interaction between the  international students. I was not able to know more international students and I was not able to interact, there was no ice-breaking when I came to the college. I came this year in January and I was not able to talk to any students, so there was not much programme for international students to interact, so I thought I should stand for this position and start something new so that more international students can interact with each other.

Neil: And what experience do you have that will help you do that?

Anshul: Before coming to this University I was in India in university, I was the International Student Officer there also, so I used to combine all the students from different countries, talk to them, have surgeries with them so that they can interact with each other, so this experience will help me to help international students together. 
Neil: Sangeeta, your role is Communications Officer, what experience are you bringing to that role?

Sangeeta: Well first of all I study Communication Studies so I know what routes to take in order to communicate in a good way. Also, I‘ve kind of been there through the beginning with Selina so I’ve seen her build her role up and seen her implement ideas and seen how she’s done things and I think that gives me the upper hand as I’ve been there so I know what she’s done right and what she’s done wrong, what I may want to change. I’ve also been part of Kic FM so I also know the insides and outs almost, so yeah, I think that almost gives me the upper hand.
Neil: Ok, moving on to Sue. You’re standing for Environmental Officer, what experience are you bringing to that role?

Sue: I’ve done quite a lot of campaigning with Friends of the Earth and still do, and also during the past year we’ve had the Green Fayre and I helped to organise that, organised the environmental groups that came in on the Tuesday, and I’ve been doing quite a lot of different campaigns for several years really, some of it online and some of it actually out there in the streets. I think that I can bring a bit of experience in that way and into the role itself.
Neil: Ok, Iwuese, you’re also standing for Communications Officer. What experience are you bringing to that role?

Iwuese: I have a BSc in Mass Communication and I’m presently reading Contemporary Media. For a year I served as the Chief Communications Officer for Community Service in my state in Nigeria. I have public speaking experience, I was a teacher and I was communicating, I was the link between the students and the staff of the school and for the two months I’ve been around I’ve been working with Selina and even Cry Wolf, she has been chaperoning me a little about what it involves and I think I’m onto it with the experience I have and new ideas.
Neil: If you could have a super power, which super power would you have?

Iwuese: The power to read and communicate with people’s minds

Neil: Fabulous, thank you very much. Sue? 

Sue: Well, to be able to communicate more effectively.

Neil: The super power of communication! Sangeeta, if you could have any superpower which one would it be?

Sangeeta: All of them. No, I’m joking! I’d have probably the ability to tell the future so I know what works, what doesn’t and get the upper hand.

Neil: I think we could all do with that one. And Anshul, finally.

Anshul: I’d have the super power to go into the past or into the future so that I can change everything.

Neil: Fantastic! A lot of time travellers on the panel. So, that’s the end of this panel debate. Thank you for watching. Please make sure that you register online with our website, make sure that you’re eligible to vote, go through e:Vision and if you need any help with that at all it’s on the website at www.wolvesunion.org and remember to vote online between the 4th and 7th of April. 
